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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Argument 

Applicant's arguments filed August 1 1 , 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argument regarding claim 1 and 1 0 on page 11 to 1 2 of the remark, 
see the new citied column and line number of Orr et al. below. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1,3-10 and 12-18 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1,3-10 and 12-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Orr (US 6760535) further in views of Duruoz et al. (US 6,658,056). 
Regarding Claim 1 : Orr and Duruoz et al. discloses a recording apparatus comprising: 
a continuous recording unit operable to, with use of recording medium as a ringer 
buffer, realized continuous recording of broadcast content (column 9 lines 45-59 of 
Duruoz et al.); a receiving unit operable to receive a specification on a period of time 
within the broadcast content, wherein receiving unit displays a menu in which the 
current time is associated with a time N hours ago prior to the current time, and a 
retention of a broadcast content after the end of a broadcasting is based on the 
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received specification on the period of time via the menu_(column 6 lines 33-48 of Orr); 
and a setting unit operable to set a protective attribute onto a part of the recording 
medium corresponding to the period of time, wherein the broadcast content is made up 
of a plurality of video units, the continuous recording obtains the broadcast content 
broadcasted from N hours ago to the current time onto the recording medium by, each 
time a broadcast is received and a new video unit is generated from the received 
broadcast, overwriting the ringer buffer with the generated video unit, (column 2 lines 
38-46 and column 5 lines 4-21 of Orr), and the part of the recording medium having 
the protective attribute is protected against the overwriting performed by the continuous 
recording unit (column 5 lines 13-21 of Orr); and a pointer operable to indicate a 
location of writing in the recording medium, the continuous recording unit being 
operable to perform the overwriting by to the ringer buffer (column 9 lines 45-59 of 
Duruoz et al.)bv irrespective of whether the ring buffer has been viewed by a user or 
not (column 5 lines 4-12 Of Orr) (i) writing the new video unit to the location of writing 
(column 4 lines 58 to column 5 line 3 of Orr); indicated by the pointer, and (ii) 
subsequently adding a size of the new video unit to the pointer, wherein said recording 
apparatus is operable to protect against overwriting by adding an offset to the pointer 
when the pointer reaches a vicinity of the part having the protective attribute such that 
the pointer skips the part having the protective attribute_(column 6 lines 49-59 and 
column 7 lines 57-66 Of Orr). 

Orr invention did not show the use of buffer ringer, however Duruoz et al. 
discloses FiFo buffer for overwrite audio video data (column 9 lines 45-59). 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combined ringer buffer of Duruoz et al. into Orr invention in order 
to record continuously an audio video data. 

Regarding Claim 3 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the part of 
the recording medium having the protective attribute stores therein two or more video 
units, which represent one of a plurality of broadcast programs that have been 
broadcasted between N hours ago and the current time, the recording apparatus further 
comprises a display unit operable to display a schedule table of the plurality of 
broadcast programs (column 2 lines 53-63 and column 3 lines 42-63), and the period 
of time is period during which the one of the plurality of broadcast programs is being 
broadcasted (column 3 lines 14-22). 

Regarding Claim 4 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the 
specification is made by an operation of inputting_starting time and an ending time of the 
period (column 6 lines 49-59 and column 7 lines 3-7). 
Regarding Claim 5 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the 
specification is made by an operation of inputting a.starting time, and the part of the 
recording medium having the protective attribute stores therein two or more video units 
which correspond to either (a) a predetermined length of time beginning at the starting 
time or (b) a predetermined length of time into past from the starting time (column 7 
lines 3-7). 

Regarding Claim 6 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 
a loading unit operable to load a portable recording medium (column 3 lines 4-13); and 
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a copying unit operable to copy, onto the portable recording medium, the part of the 
recording medium having the protective attribute (column 4 lines 8-18). 
Regarding Claim 7 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 6, wherein the part of 
the recording medium keeps the protective attribute there on until the part finishes being 
copied onto the portable recording medium, at which time the protective attribute gets 
cancelled (column 4 lines 8-18). 

Regarding Claim 8 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the part of 
the recording medium having the protective attribute stores therein two or more video 
units, which represent one of a plurality of broadcast programs that have been 
broadcasted between N hours ago and the current time, the recording apparatus further 
comprises a reproducing unit operable to reproduce each of the video units recorded on 
the recording medium, and the setting unit, when each of the plurality of broadcast 
programs finishes being reproduced, inquires of the user whether or not a period 
corresponding to each broadcast program should be retained, and the specification is 
an affirmative reply in response to the inquiry (column 7 lines 57 to column 8 lines 9). 
Regarding Claim 9 : Orr discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the part of 
the recording medium having the protective attribute stores therein two or more video 
units, which represent one of a plurality of broadcast programs that have been 
broadcasted between N hours ago and the current time, the recording apparatus further 
comprises a reproducing unit operable to reproduce each of the video units recorded on 
the recording medium, and the specification indicates that a period corresponding to a 
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broadcast program currently being reproduced should be retained (column 7 lines 57 
to column 8 lines 9). 

Regarding Claims 10 and 12-18: Claims 10 and 12-18 are rejected for the same 
subject matter as claims 1 and 3-9 respectively. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL TEKLE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1117. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 
Every other Friday.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Daniel Tekle/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



